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The murder remained 
unsolved until 
Philadelphia Police 
Homicide Detectives 
interrogate John 
Stallworth. John 
falsely confesses and 
accuses several people, 
including Shaurn 
Thomas, of conspiring 
with him to rob and kill 
Martinez. Stallworth 
also names his own 
brother, William, as a 
co-conspirator. Police 
discover immediately 
that the confession is 
false because one of 
the people Stallworth 
named was in prison 
on the day of the 
murder. Police ignore 
the fact that the 
confession is false and 
charge Stallworth with 
murder using the false 
confession against him.

Shaurn Thomas is 
arrested and charged 
with murder. He was 
held without bail.

In prison and facing 
the death penalty for 
his false confession, 
John Stallworth agrees 
to cooperate and 
changes his story, 
eliminating the man 
who was in prison from 
his narrative.

Sixteen-year-old 
Shaurn Thomas is 
arrested in Center 
City Philadelphia for 
attempted theft of a 
motorcycle. Shaurn 
is taken to the Ninth 
Police District, 
fingerprinted and 
photographed and held 
for many hours.

William Stallworth 
agrees to cooperate 
and testify that Shaurn 
Thomas was at the 
murder scene with 
him in the back seat 
of a second car that 
no eyewitness reported 
seeing. William is 
the only person to 
claim that he saw 
Shaurn Thomas at the 
murder scene.

Shaurn Thomas’s 
mother picks him up 
at the Ninth District 
after sunrise and 
takes him to the Youth 
Study Center for an 
intake interview that is 
scheduled for 9 AM.

At 9:30 AM Domingo 
Martinez picks up 
$25,000 from a 
Center City bank 
and drives into 
North Philadelphia, 
headed for one of 
his businesses. At 
about 9:55 AM, a 
car containing three 
people strikes his 
vehicle, he stops, and 
is shot and killed. His 
killers take his car and 
the $25,000 and flee.
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Shaurn Thomas files a 
pro se PCRA petition.

The court dismisses 
Shaurn Thomas’s 
PCRA petition as 
untimely and without 
merit without granting 
an evidentiary hearing. 
Shaurn immediately 
appeals the dismissal.

Pennsylvania Superior 
Court affirms Shaurn 
Thomas’s conviction.

Shaurn Thomas is 
sentenced to mandatory 
life without the 
possibility of parole.

Shaurn Thomas’s 
lawyer appeals his 
sentence and never 
files a brief. Shaurn’s 
appeal is dismissed 
as a result. Shaurn 
successfully seeks 
pro se to have his 
appellate rights 
reinstated.

Shaurn Thomas is 
tried for murder and 
convicted based solely 
on the testimony of the 
Stallworths.
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2000 2004-20092001 2002 2004 2004

Superior Court affirms 
the dismissal of Shaurn 
Thomas’s PCRA.

United States District 
Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania 
dismisses Shaurn 
Thomas’s habeas 
corpus petition.

Shaurn Thomas files a 
pro se habeas corpus 
petition in United 
States Court for the 
Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania.

Shaurn Thomas 
files a pro se action 
in mandamus in 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court against 
Philadelphia Family 
Court seeking his 
juvenile records so 
that he can prove his 
innocence.

Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court dismisses 
Shaurn Thomas’s 
mandamus action, 
ruling that Family 
Court has no duty to 
provide Shaurn with 
his juvenile records.

Shaurn Thomas 
unsuccessfully writes 
judges, lawyers, 
journalists, private 
investigators, the FBI 
and the United States 
Department of Justice 
seeking assistance in 
proving his innocence.
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20112009 20112009 2009- 
2011 2011

Shaurn Thomas writes 
the Pennsylvania 
Innocence Project 
asserting his 
complete innocence.

Philadelphia Police 
Department provides a 
scientific report dated 
January 16, 1994 
(prepared during trial) 
demonstrating that 
evidence introduced at 
trial was unrelated to 
the crime.

James Figorski 
contacts former 
colleagues in the 
Philadelphia Police 
and request that they 
provide any scientific 
reports prepared in 
Shaurn Thomas’s case.

Pennsylvania 
Innocence Project 
board and Dechert 
LLP each accept the 
Shaurn Thomas case 
for litigation.

Dechert LLP approves 
James Figorski’s 
request for pro 
bono participation 
so that he may 
investigate Shaurn 
Thomas’s claims.

Investigation and 
documentation of 
Shaurn Thomas’s claim 
of innocence.
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2012 20122011 20122011 2011

James Figorski of 
Dechert LLP and 
Marissa Bluestine 
of the Pennsylvania 
Innocence Project 
enter their appearances 
on Shaurn Thomas’s 
behalf and file a PCRA 
petition asserting that 
the Commonwealth 
violated Shaurn 
Thomas’s rights under 
Brady v. Maryland, 
introduced false 
evidence against him 
at trial that was left 
uncorrected before the 
jury, and that Shaurn’s 
trial counsel was 
ineffective for failing to 
interview and call 
known eyewitnesses 
and alibi witnesses.

Amended PCRA filed 
for Shaurn Thomas 
asserting that his 
trial counsel was 
ineffective for failing 
to authenticate his 
signature on the 
subpoena he signed 
the morning of 
the murder.

Marissa Bluestine 
and a PIP investigator 
interview trial witness 
William Stallworth, 
who admits that he 
was not present at 
the murder scene and 
never saw Shaurn 
Thomas on the day of 
the murder. Stallworth 
claimed that he agreed 
to plead guilty because 
the Commonwealth 
was seeking the death 
penalty against his 
brother and he was 
likely going to be 
convicted because his 
brother named him. 
William Stallworth was 
the only witness who 
claimed he saw Shaurn 
at the murder scene. 
Stallworth was in 
prison serving time for 
a parole violation.

Amended PCRA filed 
for Shaurn Thomas 
claiming that William 
Stallworth falsely 
testified at trial at the 
behest of Homicide 
investigators.

Marissa Bluestine and 
James Figorski retain 
document examiners 
Gus Lesnevich and 
Khody Detwiler to 
examine Shaurn 
Thomas’s signature 
on a subpoena signed 
the morning of the 
murder in 1990 and 
compared it to known 
examplars of Shaurn 
Thomas’s signature. 
They concluded that 
there is no doubt 
that the signatures 
were all made by the 
same person.

The Commonwealth 
files a motion to 
dismiss Shaurn 
Thomas’s consolidated 
PCRA petition.
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2012 2012 20132012 20132012

Philadelphia Common 
Pleas Court announces 
its intent to dismiss 
Shaurn Thomas’s 
PCRA petition.

Common Pleas Court 
holds Shaun Thomas’s 
PCRA in abeyance 
pending the outcome 
of Commonwealth 
v. Cunningham in 
Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court concerning the 
question of whether 
Miller is retroactive.

United States Court of 
Appeals for the Third 
Circuit orders habeas 
case held in abeyance 
pending the outcome 
of Shaurn Thomas’s 
state PCRA.

Second or Successive 
Habeas petition filed 
in United States Court 
of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit.

Answer to 
Commonwealth’s 
motion to dismiss filed.

PCRA petition 
filed based on 
Miller v. Alabama, 
in which the United 
States Supreme 
Court ruled it is 
unconstitutional to 
sentence a juvenile 
offender to mandatory 
life in prison without 
the possibility 
of parole.
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2014 2015 2015 20152014 2015

Board of Probation and 
Parole files preliminary 
objections seeking to 
dismiss the Petition for 
Writ of Mandamus.

Petition for writ of 
mandamus filed 
in Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court 
seeking records of 
William Stallworth’s 
recantation to parole 
agents concerning 
his participation in 
the Martinez murder 
in November 1990. 
Stallworth claimed that 
he told parole agents 
in fall 2011 that 
he was not present 
at the scene of the 
Martinez murder and 
would no longer take 
responsibility for it. 
He was held in prison 
for an additional 
three years as a 
result. Also filed was 
an application for 
preliminary injunction 
seeking to protect 
Stallworth’s parole files 
from destruction. The 
preliminary injunction 
was granted.

Common Pleas Court 
formally dismisses 
Shaurn Thomas’s 
consolidated 
PCRA petition.

Notice of appeal 
filed challenging the 
dismissal of Shaurn 
Thomas’s PCRA.

Brief in opposition 
to preliminary 
objections filed by 
Shaurn Thomas.

Shaurn Thomas’s 
appellate brief filed 
in Pennsylvania 
Superior Court.
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Members of the 
Conviction Review 
Unit inform James 
Figorski and Marissa 
Bluestine that they 
have interviewed 
William Stallworth and 
he has told them that 
he (Stallworth) was not 
involved in nor present 
at the scene of the 
Martinez murder in 
1990 and that he lied 
at Shaurn Thomas’s 
trial. The members of 
the Unit also revealed 
that the consensus of 
the team, following 
our investigation 
into the facts and 
circumstances 
concerning Shaurn 
Thomas’s alibi, is that 
he was likely present 
at the Youth Study 
Center the morning of 
the murder.

The DA’s Office 
Conviction Review 
Unit contacts Marissa 
Bluestine to inform her 
that the Commonwealth 
will agree to vacate 
Shaurn Thomas’s 
conviction in the 
interests of justice 
because it lacks 
confidence in the 
trial verdict.

Shaurn Thomas’s 
reply brief filed in 
Superior Court.

Commonwealth files 
its brief in Superior 
Court in Shaurn 
Thomas’s appeal.

James Figorski and 
Marissa Bluestine 
meet with a member 
of the Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s new 
Conviction Review 
Unit to discuss Shaurn 
Thomas’s claim of 
actual innocence. 
Numerous phone 
calls and meeting 
follow over the next 
several months.

Pennsylvania 
Commonwealth Court 
orders Shaurn Thomas’s 
mandamus action held 
in abeyance pending 
the outcome of his 
state PCRA and federal 
habeas actions.
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